After Gradugtion and Kerux
oconference | had the privi-
lege of preeching in Corvd-
lis, OR, Bothdl and Lynn-
mEl Wwood, WA. Then | was eble
to return to writing and re-
seach. This oocurred in
conjunction with the Re
formed Confessions project
of which | am generd editor. T he god is to cather
and publish, in Endish, dl the Reformed Confes-
sons of the 16th and 17th centuries. T he fasdnat -
ingaspect of thisresearchislearningtha Reformed
Confessions were drafted not only in Germany,
Switzeland, France H olland and Great Britan (as
expected), but tha the Cdvinigic Reformaion
reeched Poland, Hungary, T ransylvenia and even
Lithuania | have compiled a list of goproximady
120 Reformed confessiond documents -- morethan

60 of which hae neer beforebem trandaedinto
Endish.

T hefirst document to berendered in Engish for
this projet wes trandaed by the Ecdesagticd
Laindassa NWT Sfor the academicyear 2004-
2005. T he"Benthe m Confession (1613/ 1617)" of
Gemany gopearsin Endishfor the firgt timein
the September issue of Keux: The Jurnd of
NWTS. It wes gest funfor our dassto perfect
thistrandion.

My hopeistha the Reformed Confess onsproject
can be completed in 2 or 3 years. Trandaors for
Lain, Geaman, Palish, Hungarian, French and
Dutch documents arestill nesded. If you areinter -
ested, or know someone with &bility in one of
thesel anguiages, pleesecontact me & thesaminary.

-mesT.Denson, I.
AcademcDean,NWTS

Vdume®6, |sue 2

Presidet dtreNWTS
Boad o Diretas, Rev.
Lary Samd, refletsan
thegraduetion o thefird
dudet toarpdethe
M.Div deyea
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It was my privilege and honor as president of the
boad of Northwest Theologcd Seminary, to
preside over thefirst commencament exerd ses of
thesaminary hddonMay 14, 2005 and to confer
the degee of Master of Divinity upon our first

NORTHWEST THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY NEWSLETTER

T hisyear's Springoonoantrat ed d asseswerepost-
poned due to illness of Professor Willian D.
Dennison. They wee rescheduled for Augus,
and that madeit possiblefor someedditiond lis-
tenerstoattend. T he I ntradudian to Sderetic Tre
day induded about a dozen students, four of
whom weret &king the dassfor aredit. Classbegan
with adiscussion of the rdationship betwean the
ology and philosophy, followed by andent Gresk
theology and philosophy from Home to Plao
and Aristotle Moderncaritica theol ogy weas traosd
from Baoon and D escartes, moving throuch the

gaduate, Mr. Adam D. King
It was an historic oocasion and
it is my continud prayer tha
Adamisbut thefirstinalong

ligt of gaduaes from our fine
ingtitution.

| firmly bdievethat Adam has
reodved one of thefinest theo-
logcd eductions avelablef
today. The catdogue for |
NWTS gdesthat the Master
of Divinity prog'am & North- &
west “is a 3yexr progam, |
which eguips qudified men
pursuingordinationwith the necessary presching
and teaching skills and knowledgeto begn ther
ministry'(p. 4). Simply put, N orthwest exists to

Enligitement to recent theologans like Barth,
Bultmann, Pannenber gand Plantinga. H aving st
the stagewith this foundation, professor Denni-




We had a wondeful internship with Benji and
Chrigtina Sninburnson this summer & Soverdn
Grace OPC. Benji cameto Soveragn Grace having
had only one yeer of saminary training but as a
preecher heis
4 RdbVanKooten, fa aead of
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repartsonthesmme hed a dex
i e o outline which
year sudert Baiji. camerigt out
of the text.

Our congregation enjoyed listening to his Christo-
catric preechingand saw it as acredit to his good
traninga Northwest Saminary. Benji was ajoy to
work and interact with eech day and we look for-
ward to haing Benji and Chrigtinaback to visit us
for pulpit supply opportunitiesinthefuture
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TheNWT Sstdf issponsoringour ssoond annud
Chrigmes caral sing a the Lynnwood OPC on
Decamber 3at 7:00PM.

Lookingfor away to express the grditude of the
saminay gdf and students, we planned thefirst
“Thenk You Carole Sing’ last year in responseto
meany inthechurcdh and seminary community who
fdt that we don't usudly gt enough opportunities
to singthe treditiond advent hymnsin the busy-
ness of the season.

T hegeat attendanceand immediae popul aity of
theidea have encouraged us to perpetustea new
tradition. Studants, gf, and faculty will provide
aooompaniment, poetry reedings and prayer aswe
sing in odebration of the birth of our Lord and
Saior.

On the evening of October 15,
NWTS sponsored areforma- |
tion odeoreion & the Lynn-|
wood OPC. The fegur

et was a dnemdic presen- |
tation of the life of Matin
Luther.

Acadamic Dean Jm Dennison
leed t he evening by using mor e[ SEEE
then an hour of historicdly

accurate dips from various dnematic produdions
and ended the eveningwith dmost an hour long
guestion and ansiver session.

Of courseit’s easy to gt families out for a good
movie night, but the attendance was gtill impres-
sve and therewas only sandingroom It & the
back of the auditorium.

Professor of Systemaics, Scott Sanborn reports
that he has enjoyed teachingthe H ebrew language
dass for the firgt time this .

fdl, dthough the inoressed

load on his dreedy busy
schedule hes let him less

timeto work on thebook he |
darted writing lest summer |8
on Pall’s view of the law.
(He hopes to complete this
book inthecoming yeer.)

Don't miss his recant publication, "T he Old and
Newv Covennts and the Lav. W as the Mosdac
Covenant a Redemptive Covenant of Graoe? Part
1" Keux 20/ 2 (Sept 2005) 26-46.

and holds the gospd to befoolishness but weare
convinod that it is the power of God and the
wisdom of God. May gaduates of NWTS be
fathful preachers of tha message T he message
judges everything It isthe judge of the messenger
aswdl. Theeis no other gospd. We havere
caved that message from God himsdf. 1t is the
messae that Christ received from
hisfaher and ddivered to hisdis-
dples. They receved it from
Chrig and ddivered it to the
dhurch. And the church through-
out this age until Jesus returns
recdves the message from the
godlesand iscdled to ddiver it
fathfully from generdion to gen-
eaion. That messae is bang
ddivered to the students and |
gaduates of NWTS. May they
befathful to recdveit and ddiver
ittoothes.

Pall says tha “God wes wdl
plessad through the fooli shness of [
the messae preeched to sae
those who bdiee” T he message
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saes. It dedaes Chrigt to us
indl the perfetion of hiswork
that wes donefor usto sare us
from our sins. The messae
N preached sakes those who be

#| liee By this message and by
the power of the Holy Spirit
who is plessad to work with
that messagg, dl who bdieeit
aeunited to Chrisandin him
snached from the threst of
gend degh and transferred
| intotheKingdom of God, into
thesphaeof dand life This
is the sdvation that Jesus
brougtt down to us from
heaven. It is the message of sdvation
that H eprodamed. May N orthwest
Theodlogcd Seminay be usad by
God to tran up men who bring the
messae that saves to dl who her
them.

-Lary Samd
Presdent of theBoard, NWTS



I " (Continued from pae 5)

Our home church in Lynden, W ashingon, the
Wisa Lake Chapd, has established a ministerid
trainingschol arship program, throughwhich peo-
ple may gwve tax-deductible gfts to the church,
which can be usad for our support. Based on the
led of support we hase the Chapd will establish
amonthly stipend which will besant to usto hdp
with our expenses.

Tohdp support or for moreinformetion on the
Minigeaid traning Scholarship Fund & Wiser
LekeChapd , writeto:

Wisa LakeChapd
7121 GuideMeidian
P.O. Box 591
Lynden, WA 98264

Or dl (380)354-2378. Thank you for your
prayersand support.

InChrigt,
Benjamin & ChristinaSwinburnson

# 3 (Continued from pae 1)

pared “tobegn ther ministry” of prodamingthat
opspe messae

Itisthat gospd messagewhich isdl important. It
is the message neded for this lost and needy
world. It is the message of sdvation. Paul puts it
thisway in 1 Corinthians 1:21, “.. God was wdl
plessad through the foolishness of the message
preeched to sae thasewho bdiee”

Mentraned & N orthwest recdve preparation to
begn thar minigtries of prodaming the gospd.
But we bdiese that thisformd traningisjust a
begnning. When they presch the gospd, others
will belisteningto that message But it is our de-
dretoingill inour gaduates that they themsd ves
cortinue throughout thar ministries to be listen
as to the messae tha saves. They mugt dili-
ogatly reed the message in thaér own devotiond
life T hey dsonead to hear that messagepresched
and taught by others. And they nead to take hesd
to the message so that ther lives might by God's
gacerdlat tha truerdigon and trueethic that
has come down to us from heaven itsdf. May our
gaduates be ligenars to the message prodamed
becausetha messageisfor thar own sdvetion.

Themen traned & N orthwest must dsobefath-
ful preeche's of the messageto others. T hey hae
ben taught to identify the rdentless atadk of
Saan and thisworld of unbdief upon tha mes-

pd who will
God's gace be used
by himto gather and
pefett his dett, to
build up Chrigt’s
dhurch, and to bring
dorytoGod's name
When our students
have completed thar
formd traning it isour prayer that they aepre

sape The world rgeds the sriptures

(Continued from page 1)

son went on to lectureon theology within
the Chrigian tradition, from the sscond

thers and the Medievd theologans, to the|
theology of the Reformears. T he find series
of dassss covered 190 and 20t century
Chrigtian theology of men like Hodge and
Wafidd, Kuype and Baindk, Van Til,
Vos,and Gdfin.

hesrecoveringwd | overdl.

Weaeepeddly gaeful for the spedd finenad
support of a number of gvers who went out of
thar way to meke unusud gfts to enable Dr.
Dennison to teech these criticdly important core
dassss.

Dr. Dennison reports some hedth concerns for
which he would covet your prayers, but he says

SeChrig intheWad

SeeMor e- www.nwit s.edu
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Dex FriendsinChrigt,

In May, my intention to retirethis year from my
position as Regdra/ Sexeay & NWTS weas
announcd at gradudion. T his dedsion was not
without somereaye for my husband and me, but
it will engble usto foaus my timeand energes on
anew phasein our life as we sek the Lord's will
for building our family. As the time goproaches
for the end of my enploymeant, | haverdledted on
my work hereand how | haveloved it thoroudhly.
For the past four years, | have had avant age point
& the Saxrday/ Regstrar which causes me to
thank theLord for hisgrad ousworking among us
dl inthechurchandin thisworld.

| wish to convey my degpest and
most snoge thanks to the Board, |

Faoulty and Stef for deding with
me and the gnead dfars of the
saminay in the most kind, honest &%
and gody ways posshle As o
behind the somes, | count mysdf
privileged to have san their labors,
saxifices and desire to dorify the
Lord in theinternd workings of the| |
saminay.

AstheRegjdrar, sudents end audi-
tors hae shared with me ther de-
sireto learn, ther humility in the face of thetask
of the gospd, and thar enjoyment and gowth in
the Lord through our dasses. | have copied volu-
minous amounts of primary source reedings for
dasses and commisaraed with the students who
hae to reed them (dthough they are dways dad
todo s0)! In my office edjacent to thesanctuary, |
have caught snaches of Pastor Pete exhorting his
students to reed and preech God's Word doud
with reeerence from the pulpit. Fromthe hdlway,

| have dimpsad the earnest discussion in which
Soott is engeoed with his students over the exege
ss of the Grek or Hebrew text as they ddfend
Reformed dodtrind views aggingt liberd modern-
ism. | haesat in Jm'sletures on the Gospd of
Jhn, teking notes furioudy, trying to kegpp up
with the gtructurd points of eech chepter, and
sangthe Christologcd and eschaologcd focus
of thetext. IntheMay term, | have witnessad the
oolledtive camaraderie between Bill and his fath-
ful students/ auditors as they forge through the
history of philosophy, reigon, systematics and
Vantillian gool ogetics 4 hours aday, everyday for
4weks. From thisperspective | see
thebuilding up of thefutureminis-
| ters of the church, and the hung
and thirgt for Christ in the body of
bdievers—and | rgoiceinthig
| But it is dso my unique position
which has brought me into daly
contat with you, our many sup-
porters, who hase encouraged usin
| so many ways. Over theyears, your
gfts, notesand phone cdlsreechmy
desk, eech indicating your prayerful
support, your gditude for our
work, and your concern for thewd-
fare of the saminary and its sudents. You hae
cdled to ask aout me and my husbend, Dadd,
expressingyour kindnesstousinour journey with
our hedth concerns. | will soon be & you ae
praying for the saminary by fath, perhgps not
seingtheend or even theeveryday workingsof it,
but sasking the Lord's will for NWTS. For dl
this | can only say tha my heartisfull of thanks-
gving for you and | count you among my co-
laborersintheLord. T o God bethedory!

Many thanksin Chrigt, LingH arrdl
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Dea Brothersand Sigersinthe Lord,

Chriginaand | ae now in our second yeer of
saminay. Wha a busy and produc-
tiveyear we have had! Classes, papers,
tests, study, and preaching-these
things have been my life this past
year. My studies have covered evry-
thing from an overview of the etire
Bible the W estminster Confession of
Fath, and the history of Biblicd in-
terpretation since the Reformation, to
exly Church history, Biblicd Gre,
and preaching every other wek in
dass.

Chrigting, on the other hand, hes
benworking hard and fathfully for a
company in Kirkland to support our
saminay dforts. Things switched
aound a little bit in the summer, |
though. Christinatook afew months|
off, and | went towork asan intern
for Soveregn Grace Orthodox Pres-
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Induding (if you hae not dresdy heard) a new
baby! Duringour internship in Osk Harbor, we
foundout that Chrigtinawes pregnant. Weprase
God for this ged
blessng- whet a joy it
is to be ale to bring
| newlifeinto theworld!
" | Neverthdess, this does
complicate things abit.
Until now, Christina
hes been shouldering
the brunt of our living
expensss by working
fultime and | hae
ben adle to work dur-
ing bresks from school
and some weekends.
Thiswill changewhen
our beby comes. Chris-
tina will no longe be
able to work full time
and my part timework
will not cover dl of our

byterian Churchin Ogk Harbor. But

wedidnt just stay inOak H arbor! Wewere privi-
legad to dso spend two wesks in Port Angdes a
another OPC cong ggtion; a church plant with
about 25-30 members. Both of us learned alot
about the pratticd aspets of saving Chrid’s
bride the Church, end dso got quite a workout
preeching T houdh our budggt thisyear hasoften
ben tidht, the Lord has been morethen fathful
to usin providing us afdr portion of the good
thingsin thislife

livingexpenses.

So we are askingfor your hdp. Not just smply
that you may hdp us but tha you may sharein
thework we aregvingoursdves to. We count it
our greatest privilegeto have been granted ashare
intheeteand doriesof sus Christ. And we now
oount it our greatest plessureto have theopportu-
nity toprodamhim toothers. [t wouldbe agest
honor to hae youjoin usintha tesk.



